
           
 

MINUTES OF AN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (EC) MEETING HELD 
ON 20th January 2026. 

 
 
The meeting was held at 4.30pm on 20thJanuary 2026 at the Guildhall in Faversham. 
All nine EC Members were present, Trevor Payne (TP), Ashley Sayewell (ACMS), 
Anne Salmon (AS), Andrew Osborne (AHO), Julian Saunders (JS), Linda Harrison 
(LH), Chris Oswald Jones (CoJ), Adrian Oliver (AO) and Robin Sayewell (RS).  

 
1.    WELCOME / APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
(TP) welcomed everyone to the Meeting  
  
2.    APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR EC MEETING HELD ON 18th November 2025 
 
These were approved with slight amendments to the Walks administration.                                           
 . 
3.    MATTERS ARISING 
 
(i)    Walks   Linda Harrison (LH) has thankfully been organising and running the 
walks programme. One FFG walk took place on 30th November 2025 in the 
Doddington area which was the final one for 2025. Linda will shortly advise of a 
February 2026 walk when the weather improves.  
  
(ii)    Website There were no items to discuss. 
 
(iii)   Walking and Cycling provision in Faversham (JS) further reported on the recent 
Town Hall North / South exhibition, which includes the proposed North Lane 
Pedestrian Crossing which may now take another two years to progress.  
 
(iv)  Flood Lane As previous the potential closure of part of the lane from a Highways 
aspect were raised by (CoJ), (JS) and (AO) at the FTC Active Travel Meeting on 2nd 
October 2025. It was agreed that the FTC / SBC would be better placed to raise this 
matter with local residents to Flood Lane than FFG. It was noted there was more 
cars parking now especially on the newly resurfaced SBC section. In the meantime, 
one of the Bollards preventing through traffic between West Street and Brent Hill has 
been snapped off, (RS) reported that all three had subsequently been replaced, but it 
was unknown who undertook the works. 
 
(v) Creek Basin Shepherd Neame (SN) will be contacted again probably during this 
year.  
 
(vi)  Vicarage Lane / Eastling Road The kissing gate was being kept under review to 
see if the new entrance needed remedial work to prevent it becoming muddy. In the 
meantime it is understood that Ospringe Parish Council were contacting KCC over 
providing warning signage of pedestrians stepping out onto the road at this particular 
area. After discussion (RS) will write to KCC in support. 



           
 

  
(vii) Rail Crossings and other Footpath Issues  

1. The rail crossing for the footpath between Goodnestone and Graveney has 
slope angles issues to the approaches, especially on the Graveney side and 
(RS) has approached KCC PROW about this through their ‘Faults’ Webform 
facility. 

2. The obstacles along (ZR500) are being pursued by KCC PROW over 
Landlord issues to be cleared before these can be removed. 

3. (ZF18) at Perry Court was reported by (CoJ) and (JS) as being extremely 
muddy. This is now probably a main walking route from the new Ashford Road 
and Brogdale Estate to the Abbey School and the town. Post Meeting note 
this has also been added to KCC ‘Faults Website’. 

 
(viii) Brenley Corner  It is generally accepted that this roundabout is a dangerous 
area for Pedestrians, Walkers and Cyclists. (RS) continues to monitor and campaign 
over providing a M2 / A2 diversion from the roundabout in way of a more suitable 
Interchange. It is understood Highways England are putting forward their presently 
unknown proposal to the Government for funding, but in the meantime the added 
traffic likely to be caused by the Winterbourne Fields and Duchy Developments (see 
x and xi) will add to the increasing problems. 
 
 (ix) Ham Road East Side Housing Development The inspector’s report following the 
recent video link appeal enquiry has now been published and the developers appeal 
(against the SBC refusal) was upheld. (AHO) advised that considerable funds may 
be available from the Section 106 clause for footpaths affected by the scheme, 
together with Z43 and possibly a new bridge over the Crab Island creek tidal inlet. It 
is understood FTC are requesting a Judicial Review over the approval of the 
scheme. 
 
(x) Duchy of Cornwall Development (RS), on behalf of the Group, has commented 
on the current two Planning Applications for this development (see also Item viii). 
(RS) has written again to SBC about the presently poor Active Travel Routes from 
the development into the town as (JS) had advised it does not say enough about this 
subject in the view of the FTC. 
 
(xi) Winterbourne Fields near Dunkirk (RS) has previously responded to SBC over 
the Group’s concerns over the matter. The local press has recently published a Front 
Page Headline over the likely issues raised in item viii above. Post meeting (CoJ) 
has mentioned from the latest portal that there could be proposed Pedestrian / Cycle 
upgrades to Canterbury Road which he will report on later. 
 
 (xii) Fund Raising for Projects (AO) will be undertaking approaching various 
organisations for future funding raising for Projects. The organisations presently 
under view are the Ramblers Association, Quintoc (the solar farm developers) 
Queenborough Ports and Tesco (who have an interest in the solar farm). (AHO) 
previously mentioned another source who (RS) has subsequently made contact with. 
 



           
 

(xii) Shepherd Neame, Ospringe Development  (RS) has submitted FFG concerns 
over the affect on ZF10 to SBC Planning over the scheme. (JS) advised he had 
other issues over the Footpath affect by the scheme and would provide this to (RS) 
for FFG to include also. Post meeting note, this has now been added to the 
Comments section for the scheme on the SBC Planning Portal. 
 
(xiii) Membership and Donations to the Group Proposals The annual membership 
fee of £5.00 is being reviewed but a proposal was made that Members could be 
encouraged to offer a further donation to the Group to assist improving the Bank 
Balance. (TP) & (JS) to investigate content and costs for producing a short flyer 
advertising the group, which could be placed at strategic locations, such as the 
Visitor Information Centre and the Library, as a means of attracting new members. 
 
(xiv) Future Membership of National Associations A long discussion took place over 
this following (RS)’s report from the Kent Ramblers Meeting at Lenham in November 
2025. The Ramblers membership will be renewed but will be kept under review 
during the year, where (AHO) suggested the Open Spaces Society could also be 
approached. (RS) to follow up. 
 
4. TREASURER’S REPORT AND MEMBERSHIP 
 
(ACMS) reported at the Meeting :-  
 
Balance of Accounts  

Two statements have been received since the last meeting with the agreed 
closing balance being £1172.79 as at 5th January 2026. 

Transactions 
Expenditure 

Faversham Designs - cheque has cleared. 
Access Insurance - the 2026 premium is £134.86, an increase of £4.05 
from 2025.  This has been agreed by the EC Officers, with a cheque 
issued & received. 
Ramblers Assoc. – the fee for 2026 is £81.00, an increase of £4.00.  
Payment will be made in February by direct debit due to previous 
postage problems. 

Income         
£200.00 has been paid in the form of SO / bank transfers in respect of 
2026 fees. This includes £20.00 in donations. 
Cash – We have £50.00 cash in hand ready to be banked.  This 
includes £10.00 in donations. 

Bank Charges  
There was a 40p cheque clearance fee at end of December 2025. 

2025 Members    
FFG membership at 31st December 2025 was 76.   
2026 Members to be confirmed. 

HSBC Bank 
Nothing to report. 

 



           
 

5.  WEST CREEKSIDE PATH ALONGSIDE FAVERSHAM REACH AND 
WATERSIDE CLOSE. 

 
(RS) and (AHO) mentioned that KCC PROW are continuing to formulate the 
proposal for constructing the infrastructure for ZF 43 with their appointed engineers.  
 
6. KING CHARLES III ENGLAND COAST PATH 
 
(RS) met with KCC PROW in early November 2025 over the opening up of the new 
East Creek section directly between Standard Quay and Provender Walk. Funding 
from a third party for its provision may be available and (RS) will continue to look into 
this. KCC have been asked to provide Budget costs that have now been received.  
(RS) has also been in touch with KCC PROW again over land encroachment issues 
on ZF1 at the Hollow Shore section. No real progress to date. 
 
7. EAST KENT RECYCLING LTD (EKR) PLANNING APPLICATION 
 
David Greenaway of Bretts at Canterbury previously reported over the repositioning 
of ZF1, and are to appoint a Consultant to assist them with the Planning Application. 
KCC PROW did write to (RS) saying they cannot become involved in the Planning 
Process. (RS) will contact David again. 
 
8. SWALE LOCAL PLAN CONSULTATION - Reg19  
 
As previous, we understand from (CoJ) that the situation has changed and SBC has 
now put this on hold pending the decision on the large Highsted Park development, 
with the next stage possibly involving Reg 19 being likely in late 2026. SBC are 
presently reviewing Regulation 18 for Public consultation. 
 
9. DESIGNATION OF LOCAL PATHS / NATIONAL LOST WAYS INITIATIVE  
 

a) ‘Designation of Local Paths’ Graham Rusling Head of KCC PROW gave an 
interesting speech at the Ramblers Meeting in Lenham in November 2025, 
outlining that the procedure could take ten years, and that signees of the 
evidence forms may have to be present at a public enquiry to give verbal 
evidence of twenty years usage of footways. This would apply to the 
Tramroad, Abbeyfields and Morrison (HomeBargains) schemes. 

 
b) ‘Lost Ways’ As previous, the ‘Ramblers’ have reported the cut off deadline 

has now been removed. 
 

10. AGM 2026 
 
Unfortunately, FTC have advised that the Guildhall is to be refurbished and will not 
be available for the next AGM planned for April 2026. The meeting will be deferred to 
the Summer. The proposed Guest Speaker will be informed. 
 
 



           
 

11. LOG OF ISSUES RAISED 
 
(RS) continues to monitor current developments and update the Log as required. 
 
 
12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
This will be at 4.30pm on 14th April 2026 at (TP)’s and (AS)’s home in Priory Row 
due to pending renovation works at the Guildhall. 
 
13. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 
(RS) discussed Caroline Penn of Mid Kent Planning’s response over the changes 
that were made in February 2026, to remove names and address of those who 
comment on the SBC Planning website and why the Public are unable to view the 
FFG name when reviewing / viewing comments online. 
There has also been correspondence with Caroline over the FFG receiving the 
weekly Planning Applications List which at long last we have started now receiving.  
 


